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PAET ACR. 


CouRTEOUS READ RHR, 


HOEVE R thou art, into whoſe Hands t beſe 
following Pages may fall; I ask the Kindneſs, 
that th.u wouldft read without Prejudice: I can 
aſſure you I had an boneff Intention in delivering of it ; 
and bope you will have the ſame in reading —— If what 
1 have ſaid in the Introduction to my Text may open your 
Eyes, when yeu ſee the ſame Diſorders in our Churches, 
as were in the Churchof Corinth, end reclaim you from 
them : Or, if it be a Means of removing the Prejudice 
of your Mind againſt Things of à ſerious Nature, 
when you find there were the ſame Irregularities 
in the Church of Corinth (at the ſame Time that the 
Fruits of the Spirit were evidently amongſ# them ) as 
are amone ſt us at this Day of the Grace of O D, in the 
hopeful Conde in of many in our Churches: Or if it 
excite in you care Prayers and longing Deſires after 
that Charity which is greater than Faith and Hope, 
which is the Life and Soul of Religion here, and the 
Happineſs of Heaven above ; let GOD bade all the 
Praije ; my End is anſwered. | 


I am your Servant in the Goſpel, 


— 
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J. Aſhley. 
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great DUTY 


OF ' 
CHARETF 
conſider d and applied. 


Seeseeseeeseseesesesseeesee 
1 COR. xiii. 1. 2, 3. 


THO I ſpeak with the Tongues of Men and Angeli, 
ani have net Charity, I am become as ſounding 
Braſs, or a tinkling Cymbal. 

And tho I have the Gift of Propheſy, and underfand all 
Myfteries,and all Knowledge ; and though I bave af 

> Faith, ſotbat 1could remove Mountains, and bade uo 
Charity, 1 am nothing. 

And though I heftet all my Goods to feed the Poor, 
and tho' Igive my Body to be burned, and have not 
Charity, it prefiteth me nothing. 


HOEVER carefully reads this E- 
Pile of the Apiſtle to the Church of 
Corinth, and examines their State by 
what the Apoſtle ſays to them, and of 
them, and then brings his Tho'ts 
down to our own Times, and the State 
— of Religion amongſt us, cannot, I 
think, well avoid ranning a Parrallel between _— 
| em: 
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2 The great Duty ef CHARITY 


Jem : And the Circumſtances of Religion in Tois Land 
will in nothing appear very different, and in many 
Things will exactly reſemble Therrs. 


The Apoſtle Owns, and bleſſes GOD for it; That 
there was a very plentiful Effufion of the Divine 
Spirit on the Church of Corinth in his extraordinary 
Gifts, ſuch as Tongues, working Miracles, Propheſying, 
c. And in his common, and ſaving Graces on the 
Hearts of Believers ; enlightning and comforting their 
Souls; Chapt, t. 4— 8th Perſe, 


And it is fully evident toevery unprejudiced Mind, 
that GOD has remarkably ſhower'd down his Spirit 
on the Churches in our Land (not indeed in his ex- 
traordinary Gifts of Tongues and working Miracles; for 
theſe are not neceffary for us, nor to be expected; but) 
in his common and ſaving Operaticns on the Minds of 
Men, in convincing, converting, edifying and com- 
forting his People. 


But yet, It is obſervable, That in the Church of 
Corinth there was moch Contention and Divifion in 
religions Matters: They fell into diverſe Sects and 
Partie*,who were too much void of Charity towards each 
other: One ſaid he was of Paul, another of Apollos, a 
third of Cephas, or Peter, a fourth of Ctrift ; and each 
Party was concern'd to exalt it ſelf, and pull down 
the other ; therefore the Apoſtle expoſtulates with them 
as he does in the 11th, 12thand 13th Verſes of the iſt 
Chapter. And herein we are not unlike them : Al- 
moſt endleſs are the Sets and Parties amongſt us; 
Some Followers and Admirers of one, and ſome of a- 
nother ; nor is there a ſmall Degree of Contention a- 
wong us: Our religious Debates are the common To- 


pick of Converſation with all. 


And then, What was naturally conſequent 
the Church of Corinth's falling into divers Sects and 
Parties, they were guilty of a very ſ'nſul exalting thoſe 
Men who were at the Head of their Sects, above the 
Place of Ia rumentg ; and ſetting them ä 


L 


Confider'd and Improv'd. 3 


of GOD, as tho' they could impart Faith and Salva- 
tion to their Followers: Hence the Apoſtle addreſſeth 
them in the gd Chapter gth, 6th and 7th Verſes. Nor 
can we excuſe our ſelves in this Point; for the Perſons 
of ſome have been evidently had in Admiration 
and they have been ſet above the Place of Means a 
Inſtruments. 


Nor was the Church of Corinth free from uncha- 
ritable Judging and Cenſuring one another; and even 
the Apoſtle himſelf was not ſpared, but fell under 
their Cenſures; and therefore he lets them know, it 
was a ſmall Matter to be judged of them or any other, 
Chapt. 4. Verſ. 3, 4, 5. And I need not ſpend Time 
to ſhow you how tar this Evil of Judging and Con- 
demning our Brother is ſpread amongſt us. 


And in the Church of Corinth there was a Diſpoſi- 
tion in many to deſpiſe and reject thoſe Minifters, who 
had been labouring amongſt them; and by whoſe Mi- 
niſtry they had believed ; and to heap to themſelves 
Teachers of more Eloquence, greater Zeal and Gifts as 
they imagined : And hence the Apoſtle reproves them, 
as he does in the 13th, 14th, 15th, roth Verſes of the 
4th Chapter. And who can be ignorant that it has 
been too much the Temper amongſt Us, to lay afde 
ſtated Miniſters of the Goſpe!, and to ſet up Novices 
without end to be our Teachers ? 


Again, Diſcipline in the Church of Corinth was al- 
moſt wholly negleQed ; they were grown ſo concei- 
ted of their Attainments, that they would not ſubmit 
to Order : Offenders could not be called toan Account: 
And even a notorious Fornicator was let alone: See 
the gth Chapter. And how greatly is Church-Diſci- 
pline deſtroyed in many Places with us : Some are 
grown ſo zealous and conceited of their own Graces, 
that they cannot be brought to ſubmit to the Order of 
Churches; and even deſpiſe Reproof, 


So alſo in the Church of Corinth there was a Diſ- 


poſition to abuſe the Liberty of the Goſpel ; and thereby 
; diffolye 
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4 The great Duty of CHARITY 


diſſolve the civil Relations of Life: The Wife to de- 
part from the Husband, and the Servant to rebel a- 
gainſt the Maſter, under a Pretence of chriſtian Liberty: 
And this moved the Apoſtle to write as he did in the 
7th Chapter from the 13th to 22d Verſe. And it is 
well known there has been ſomething of this Spirit. in 
our Land: Some have been upon the Point of break- 
ing the Bands of theſe Relative Duties becauſe of Uncon- 
verſion; the Wife to forſake the Husband, and the 
Servant diſobey his Maſter, | 


Again, We may obſerve in the Church of Corinth 
an unbecoming Stiffaeſs and Unyieldableneſs towards 
one another ; not avoiding the Occafions of Offence to 
one anothers Conſcience, as they ought to have done ; 
ſome would eat Part of thoſe Beaſts which were ſlain 
to be ſacrificed to Idols, and perhaps in the Idol's Tem- 
ple with their Worſhippers, ſaying an [dol was nothing ; 
however offenſive it was to ſome others; therefore it is 
the Apoſtle gives them ſuch Directions in the 8th Chap- 
ter 10th Verſe to the end. And can we excuſe our 
ſelves in this Point ? Have we avoided giving Offence 
to one another ; and carefully abſtained from Things 
indifferent becauſe offenſive toothers? 


It is alſo eafily obſerved from the Apoſtle, that there 
was too great Sparingneſs towards the Minifters of the 
Goſpel, who imparted ſpiritual Things to them: Yea, 
it ſeems it became a Queſtion with ſome, whet her they 
were oblig'd to contribute for the Support of Mini- 
ſters, ſnce the Spirit was ſo plentifully poured out: And 
hence the Apoſtle anſwers them, who put the Queſtion 
to him, in the gth Chapter from Verſe 3, to 14. And it 
is too true of us in this Land (in ſome Parts of it at 
leſt) notwithſtanding all the Revival of Religion. 
There is a greater Back wardneſs to the Support of Mini- 
ſters than ever; as tho an extraordinary Degree of 
Zeal excus'd People from ſupporting their Miniſters, 


Again, In the Church of Corinth there was the Dif- 
order of leaving the proper Bufineſs, and Calling GOD 
had put them in, and invading the Province and _— 
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of another, They were gvilty of a proud, aſpiring 


Humour, which enclin'd them to ſet up for Teachers 
in the Church And hence the Apoſtle exhorts them 
in the 7th Chapter, Ver. 20, 21. And expoſtulates 
with them with warmth in the 12th Chapter, Ver 28, 
29, 30 And who is ignorant that this has been, and 
is ſtill our Caſe? What Numbers of illiterate Teach- 
ers have thruſt themſelves into the Churches? 


Nor was the Church of Corinth free of all Pride and 
Vain-glorying in their Religious Matters: They indvul- 
ged ſpiritual Pride, and this it was that ſtirred up ſo much 
Contention. The Apoſtle tells us they were puffed vp 
one againſt another, gth Chapter 2d Vrſe. They glo- 
ried in their Gifts and Attainments, and were forward 
to diſcover them; ſo that many prophecied together: 
And would to GOD we had teen more free from ſpi- 
ritual Pride and yain Oftentation in Religion! Who is 
ignorant? There has been no ſmall Appearance of it 
ia the Worſhip of GOD's Houk ? 


Soalſo the Church of Corinth fell into great Irregu- 
larities and Diſorders in their religious Aſſemblies ; ſe- 
veral taught and exhorted at the ſame Time, The 
Women laid) aſide their female Modeſty, and ſet up to 
be Teachers in the Church: Therefore the Apoltle 
dire: them as he does in the 14th Chapter from the 
30th to the ggth Perſe, And who is ſo blind that he 
cannot ſee our Diſorders deſcribed as ia a Glaſs by 
the Apoltle in this Chapter. ett 


And once more, by way of Compariſon, The Church 
of Cerinth was under the jodgments of GOD for 
theſe Things; ſee the 11th Chapter, Perſe 30, 31, 32. 
And have we not reaſon to fear GOD is angry with 
us at this Day, for the many Things which have been 
amiſs; And let us conſider wha it is his Jadg- 
ments are ſtill continued in many Reſpects. 


Having thus confidered what the Apoſtle ſays of 
the Church of Corinth ; I ask Liberty of my Hearers 
fo make one Remark, = That the Apcſtle Paul 
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6 The great Duty of CHARITY 


« in the Judgment of ſome modern Teachers, was the 
« greateſt Oppoſer that Religion ever had; for he in 
« the firſt Place acknowledges the Operations of the 
« divine Spirit in the Church of Corinth, and then 
« proceeds to enumerate, and bear a full Teſtimony 
« againſt all the Extravagancies they were guilty of; 
« nor did he think he diflerved Religion by it.“ 


What I have hitherto ſaid, may ſerve both to let 
you ſee the the Reaſon of the Apoſtle his recommen- 
ding Charity, and giving of it ſo high an Encomium ; 
and alſo juſtify me in offering the Words read to 
your ſerious Conſideration, 


The Apoſtle allowed the Corinthians to covet ear- 
neſtly the beft Gifts; but yet, ſays he, I ew you @ more 
excellent Way, 12th Chapter laſt Verſe ; a more excellent 
Way for Peace,for Order,for Edification,and to recover 
them from their Diſorders and Confufions ; and this he 
Tets us know is CHARITY : And he told them, and 
now tells us, that without Charity we are nothing : 
Notwithſtanding all our Gifts, if we have not Charit 
we are no real Chriſtians z; nothing but empty Noiſe 
and Sound, The Doctrine I ſhall ſpeak to from the 
Words before us is, | 


DOCT. THAT whetever Attainments we may ar- 
rive to in Religion, if we are void of Charity, we 
= no real Chriſtians ; nor will they profit us any 

rag. | 


Under this Doctrine I propoſe theſe Things, 
rſt, To open the Nature of this Charity, which is ſo 


neceſſary in our Religion. 
2dly, Ta ſhow that Men may go great Lengths in Re- 
ligion, and yet have nothing of this Charity. 
3dly, That all cur Attainments without Charity, 
will neither make us real Chriftians ; nor profit us 
re Thing. | 
Laſtly, Apply the Truth to our ſelves, 51 
| am 
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1. I am in the firſt Place to open the Nature of this 

Charity, the Apofle fo recommends ; and without 
thing. 
1 = ſenfible that Uſe and Cuſtom in theſe latter 
Days has confined the Term Charity to Alms-Deeds, or 
giving our Wealth to the Poor and diſtreſſed; and ſo it 
is only a Fruit or Effect of Charity But that the A- 
poſtle does not intend Am- Deeds by Charity, is evi- 
dent from the Character he gives us of it in the Ver- 
ſes following our Text; none of which can agree 
with Charity in the vulgar Senſe of the Word, and are 
compatible only with that Divine Love which is ſoof- 
ten recommended in the Goſpel. | 


cc CHARITY then is Love in the Goſpel -Latitude, 
« comprehending Love to GOD and our Neighbour, in 
c all the Branches of it. 


And thls Charity or divine Love, the Apoſtle tells 
us is the Fruit of the Spirit, Gal. 5.22. A Mancan-_ 
not poſſibly plant it in his own Soul: All his Care and 
Pains; all his religious Duties and Services ; all his 
Prayers and Tears, will not of themſelves ſubdue that 
Enmity that is in the Heart to GOD, Nom. 8. 7. and 
bring the Soul to love GOD with a true Love of Com- 

lacency, and reſting in Him as a Being of Holineſs and 
Goodneſs. Nothing but the Spirit of GOD can turn a 
Man from being not only an Enemy to GOD, but En- 
raity it ſelf, to love Him with his whole Soul; fo as 
to make choice of GOD for his Portion and Inheritance 
forever, and account his Favour better than Life. 
The beſt Education and the beſt Means, the moſt pi- 
ous Counſels, and the beſt Diſcourſes concerning GOVU's 
Goodneſs and Mercy can never beget this Love in us 
without the gracious Operations of the Divine Spirit on 
our Hearts, Nor can we without the Help of the 
Spirit ever love one another in a Goſpel Senſe. We 
naturally live in Hatred, Tit 3. 3. We may love as 
Publicans did of old, fuch as were Friends to them, Mat. 
5 46. But to love all Men, even our Enemies as our. 
elves, is above the _ ſtretch of human 9 
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8 The great Duty of CHARITY 


and only the Spirit of CHRIST can enable us fo do 
ſo. | 


And this Charity the Apoſtle lets us know is a ne- 
ceſſary Conſequent and Attendant on Faith; for Faith 


works by Love, Gal. 5 6. This Love never preceeds, 


bat always follows Faith: A Man cannot love as the 
Goſpel requires, before he believes in CHaIsT ; but if 
he does believe he will have this Charity : They can- 
not be ſeparated from each other, no more than the 
Cauſe can from the Effet: And if we have not Love, 
we may aſſure our ſelves we are deſtitute of Faith. 


And, the Apoſtle informs us, That it is 2 ful/iliing 
of the Law. (Nom. 13. 10.) in both the Tab'es of it. 
It inzlines a Man to a diligent Attendance upon all 
the Duties, which the moral and revealed Law of 


GOD enjoin upon him towards his Maker : He loves 


to fear, obey, and ſerve Him: He loves to ſutmit to 
lis Will and attend his Worſhip, and ſpeak his 
Fraiſe. Love to GOD makes all the Duties we owe him 
eaſy and delightful, And as he knows the ſame GOD 
that requires him to fear and ſerve him, has enjoined 
it upon Him, to do Juſtice to his Neighbour, to ſpeac 
the Trath, to be cautious and obliging to all: So 
be take Pleaſure in doing ſo ; becauſe it is the Will 
ot G.OD he ſhould. And he is not willing to cmic 
one Duty to GOD, or his Neighbour; for Love 
tezches him none of the Commands are grievous. 


And, the Apoſtle Peter te'ls us, this Love is with. 
ent D'/Jimulation and Diſguiſe, 1 Pet. t. 22. It con- 
fills not in Words, or ſome courieous and obligin 
Cerrisge; but is ſeated in the Heart; and the truly 
charitable Man is really as deßrous of your Welfare, 
a: he profeſſes to be: He does not ſpeak ſmooth 
Words, whilſt Gall and Bitterneſs is in his Heart: 


He is honeſt and upright in his Pretenfions, 


And, this Love is a great Preſervative to the Chriſ. 
tien againſt the Alluremente, the Flatteries, or Threats 
ef the World ; and all the Temptatio.is of Satan. 

| i; | | 45 Hence 
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Hence the Apoſtle compares it to! a Breaf-plate, 
1 Theſſalon. 5. 8 which preſerves the Heart from all 
Wounds from the Enemy. And could we always 
keep this Charity in a lively Exerciſe, how would it 
keep us from the Temptations of Earth and Hell? 


And, the Apoſtle aſſures us, That this Charity is 2 
ſure Evidence of our being born of God, 1 Fobn 4. 7. 
thereby we may know whether CHRIST is formed 
within us; whether all old Things are paſſed away, 
and all Things become new within us; for none but 
the Regenerate love GOD above every thing elſe, and 
their Neighbour in fincerity as themſelves. | 


As to the Fruits and Effects of this Love: The 
Apoſtle ſets them before us in the Verſes following 
our Text; and they well deſer ve a particular confi- 
deration. | 


Charity, faith the Apoſtle, Suffereth long; it defers 
Anger, and does not ſuffer it toon to boil up in the 
Mind, and diſcover itſelf in bitter Words, and railing 
Accuſations. The charitable Man ſets a Guard upon 
himſelf : If he has any Injuries and Abuſes offered 
him, he turns his Reſentments into Pity, and Re- 
venge into a rendering Good for Evil. | 


I. is Kind. It moves the Affections towards ſuch as 
need our Pity and Compaſſion : It ſoftens our Hearts 
into Compaſſion : It unlocks our Hands to diftribute 
our Wealth to ſuch as want our Alms: It does not 
ſuffer a Man to live to himſelf ; but puts him upon 
doing all the Good he can, and making himſelf as 
uſeful as poſſible to his fellow Cueatures. 


Charity, Envieth not. In the Greek (ou Zels ) 
is not Zealous, (i. e) Does not burn with Bitterneſs 
towards others. Are they Richer than ourſelves ; it 
fuffers us not to be uneaſy. — Are they endowed 
with greater Parts, or have they more - Credit and 
Reputation? Charity will not ſuffer- us to be bitter to- 
wards them, as tho' they had injured us : Do they on 
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from us in ſome things? Charity don't allow us ta 
call for Fire from Heaven to conſume them. It will 
not ſuffer us to parſue them with Warmth and Bitter- 
neſs, Charity teacheth us Mildneſs and Gentleneſz to- 
wards them, | 
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Charity vaunteth nat it ſelf; or it may be render'd, 
dees not act raſtiy. The charitable Man does not 
deſpiſe the Counſel of the Wiſe and Aged: He is not 
reſolute in his own Purpoſes, in Oppoſition to all others: 
He qneſtians himſelf, and is ready to prefer the Judg- 
ment of others to his own. 
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I not puffed up: If he is Rich, he does not value 
himſelf for it, and deſpiſe the Poor; for his Heart is 
not ſet upon this World. Is he honoured and applau- 
dedin the Werld; He does not ſwell with theſe emp- 
ty Titles, for he ſces they are Vanity.—Has he grea- 
ter Gifts or Graces than others, he bleſſes GOD for 
them; and does not allow himſelf to be proud of them; 
j for he knows it is by the Grace of GOD, that he is 
1 what he is: And he has not made himſelf to differ. 
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Dat h not behave it ſelf unſremly, or indecently or 
unbeautifully; but is a careful Obſerver of Order and 
Decency in ail Things: It teaches Men to reverence 
the Superiour, to - be courteous and kind to Equals 
and Interipurs. — The charitable Man obſerve: the Di- 
rection of the Apoſtle, Chapter 14, Fer. 40. He does 
znot cry out of Order, as hurtful to Religion, and a 
-Dzgon that is tote thrown down and deſtroyed. He 
does not bring ſerlous Things into all Companies and 
Plzces, to be ſccffed at and reproached. He is not 
willing to expoſe his holy Religion to the needleſs Re- 


prozch of the Prophane. 


Clarity ſecketh not ber own. This Goſpel Love does 
not ſuffer a Man to look altogether at his own Things; 
but diſpoſeth him to have regard to the Good of his 
Neighbour, Phil. 2. 4. And in many Things Charity 
te:ches Men to forego their own Profit and Advan- 
tage for the Good of others. : 
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I not eaſily Provoked, Charity calms the Mind, fo 
that the P-ſfions are not eafily ſtirred up and carried 
forth to wrong Odjects.— And could we always have 
our Love to GOD and one another in exerciſe : How 
much above theſe ſmall Injurie and Provocations ſhould 
we be? It would not be an eaſy Matter to ſtir up An- 
ger and Revenge in our Minds : Like CHRIST we 
ſhould bear long and pray our heavenly Father to for- 
give ſuch as deſpitefully uſe us. 


It thinketh no evil : It banifhes Jealoufies arid Suſpi- 
cions from the Mind. It does not ſuffer us to ſuſpect 
a Man as vile and wicked, when he does not appear ſo. 
The charitable Man will not entertain low and baſe 
Thoughts of his Neighbour, when he can think ho- 
nourably and well of him; he is careful to think the 
beſt he can. 


Nor does the truly charitable Man rejoice when Sin 
is prevalent, and the Iniquities of Mankind abound : 
He is ſorry when Vice is practiſed openly, and Righ- 
teouſneſs is treated with Contempt: Nor is he glad at 
the Calamity of others: It is no pleaſure to him to ſee 
Men evil entreated, injured and abuſed: But he rejoi- 
ceth when the Righteous proſper, and are accounted 
honourable amongſt Men ; when Truth prevails in 
the Power of it: And he takes Pleaſure in the Inno- 
cent's being vindicated from all thoſe Aſperſions which 
have been caſt on them, 


Charity beareth all things ; or as it ought to be 
rendered, covereth or concealeth all things: It does not 
allow us to divulge the Errors and Miſtakes, the 
Infirmities and the Failings of our Brother: It teach- ' 
eth to caſt a Mantle over them; that they may be 
hid from the World ; that Men may not hate and 
reproach him, 


And the charitable Man 'is ready to believe all 
things well concerning his Brother: Is any thing 
ſpoke in his Praiſe and Commendation, be believes it 
u true. He does not ſay, he don't think he can ſpeak 
CF 
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or do ſo well: He believes all things that there may 
be any Foundation for: If he lives Honeſtly, he believes 
him to be ſo: If he lives like a Chriſtian, he believes 
him to be ſo indeed. | 


And when there are ſome Things to ſtagger his 
Faith concerning his Brother ; yet then he keeps up 
his Hepe: Is he ſpoke evil of, he hopes he is 4 
cent: Does he err in ſome Things, he hopes it is 
not wilfull: Does he fail in his Duty, he hopes not- 
withſtanding he is a good Man, until it is too evident 
that Sin is his Delight and what he allows himſelf in. 
—And it is a plain Breach of Charity, to think our 
Neighbour unconverted and a Sinner, when his Life 
is ſuch, that we may hope he is a real Chriſtian, 


| 

| 

1 Charity enduret h all things. It diſpoſeth a Man to 
bear all Manner of ill Treatment, with Patience: 
If we have this Love of GOD in our Hearts, how 
| eaſy will it be to be Poor and Low ? Divine Love 
| will yeild us more Satisfaction than all the World: 
How light a Thing will Reproach and Slander be, if 
we have Love in our Hearts ? How little will it af- 
fect us to be ſpoken all manner of Evil of? Love will 
make the moſt abuſive Treatment eaſy. — If we have 
Charity, we ſhan't think hard to be made the Off-(cou- 
ring of all Things; we ſhall not greatly diſturb our 
ſelves let Men ſay or think what they will about us. 
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And this Charity, if it be once implanted in our 
Hearts, it will never wholly fail and die ; we may 
loſe it very much as to the Exerciſe of it; but it 
never will wholly ceaſe, hut will be as a Well of Wa- 
ter ſpringing up to cverleſting Life: When we die, 
we ſhall carry it into the other World with us. 
Faith, as it reſpects future Things, will ceaſe, and end 
in Viſion. Hope will end alſo in Fruition. But, Charity 
will not leave us ; but will-abide with us throughout 
the endleſs Ages of Eternity ; and on this Account 
it is greater than Faith and Hope, v. 13. | 


*  Confider'd aud Applied, _ nz 


But I proceed, Secondly, to confider that Men may 
go great lengths in Religion and yet be veid of Charity. 
So the Apoltle ſuppoſes in the Wo'ds under Confce- 
ration, that he might ſpeat with the Tongue of Men 
and Angels ; that he might have the Gift of Preptecy, 
wnderftand all Miſeeries, and all Knowledge ; that he 
might have the Faith of Miracles, ſo as to remove 
Mountains into the mid of Seas, and yet, after all, 
have notbing of this Love to Ged, and his Neigt bur, - 
I May mention ſome things Men may attain to, ang 
yet not have this Love the Apoſtle ſpeaks of. 


A Man may be under very great Convittion for 
Fin, and have a lively Apprehenſion of his Danger, 
and the Wrath of God, which his Sins have expoſed 
him to: He may be under great Herrer and Amagce. 
ment, ſo'asto cry*out, The Pangs of Hell bave gat bid 
on me. He may cryzout in the Anguiſh and Bitterneſs 
of his Spirit : His Fleſh may tremble, and his Heart 
be ready to melt within Hm, and yet be void cf 
Charity. It is granted that Conviclion preceeds Cen- 
verſion ; and evangelical Love follows it: And it is 
certain, ConviRtions, yea very ſtrong cnestco, do ſome- 
times prove abortive, and don't iſſue in Converſion; 
and conſequently Love is not the conſequent . ot 
them. Cain bad ſtrong Convictions; ſaid, bis J uniſs- 
ment was greater than he could bear. Lamech was un- 
der great Diſtreſs for his Sin. Judas hanged himſelf 
in the exttemity of his Horror; yet neither of them 
had the leaſt Spark of this Divine Love. Conviction 
then is not a Proof a Man has Charity, | 


So alſo a Man' may reform his Life, abandon his 
former finful Courſes; and become ſober, grave, and 
temperate in his Actions ; and yet have no Charity at 
all, There are many Things may urge a Man to 
reform his Life: A Fear of Hell, which he fees his 
Sin expoſes him to; the Uneaſineſs of his Conſcience, 
fear of Diſgrace, or of the Puniſhment of the Mazg't- 
trate, may pat him upon a more, ſober Lite ; and yet 
he have no Love to GOD ; and hence it is too too 
common ſuch return again to their former Ccurſe-, 
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like the Sew that was waſhed, to her wallowing in the 
Mire, and the Dog to his vemit; and the evil Spirit 
returns into them again, and has more Power over 
them than ever: But if they had this Love of GOD 
in their Hearts they could not have ſo ſinned ; for 
their Seed wound have remained in them. | 


Again, A Man may be very Zealous, and yet be 
Void of this evangelical Love. Zeal is nothing but the 
Ardour of the Affections, or the engagedneſs cf the 
Powers of the Soul; and a Man may be zealous in 
a bad Cauſe, a3 well as a 2-04 one; and even in Re- 
ligion itſelf A Man may be fired with Zeal, who 
is a Stranger to vital Piety, and the Love of GOD. 
The Pride of a Man's own Heart may fire his Aﬀec- 
tions, and blow him up into a burning Zeal. Educa- 
tion may inſpire a Man with a great Degree of it. 
A Man's own [Intereſt may fill him with it. Thus 
Fehu was all Zeal for the Lord of Hoſts, when he 
was aQuated Ly nothing but his own ambitious Views; 
and never felt the leaſt Spark of the Fire of divine 
Love in his Heart. Who more zealous than the 
Papiſt? ? And few or none in our Land have yet 
equali'd them; but who can think many of them 
have the leaſt Love to GOD. Zeal is therefore no 
Evidence of Regeneration, and the Love of GON j 
the Soul. | 


Furthermore, A Man may be greatly difreſſed and 
ce nrerned r others ; and yet have no Love to GOD 
Hlim/ſeff How common is it, when Perſons are 


under Convictons for Sin, and ſeeking their own 


Salvation, to look with Pity on their Friends and 
Ccmpanions, who have no ſerious Tho'tfulneſs about 
their own Souls? And theſe Perſons when they have 
felt the Workings of their religious AﬀeQions, may 


. ( ſome of them at leaſt ) miſtake them for Grace in 


the Heart ; and haſtily conclude their own State is 
ſaſe; and now all their Concern is for others: They 
may be in great Concern for them, and have not the 
eilt Fear about their own State; and we have reaſon 
to tear this haz been ſometimes the Caſe when ey 
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have had nothing of the Love of GOD in their 
Hearts. | 85 


And what is conſquent upon their hoping their Con- 
dition is ſafe, is a F<y and Delight in fuch a Conſide- 
ration: All which may be when they are Ceceived, 
and do not love GOD. Men may take ſome Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction in relizions Duiies who are not Rege- 
nerate, and conſequently do not love GOD: Thus our 
Saviour tells us of ſome who beard the Word with 
for a Seaſon, Matth. 13. 19,20. And the Apoſtle tells 
us of ſome who bave tafted of the goed Word of GOD, 
and the Tcwers of the World to come, and yet might al, 
away, Heb. 6. 5, 6. The Prophet Ezekiel, was as a 
kwely Seng to a People who did not love GOD. 


And this Foy may ſometimes ariſe to ſuch a heighth, 
and be ſo ſudden as to be called a Rapture or Trance; 
and yet they who feel the ſame be wholly ignorant of 
the Love of GOD : The Imagination may be raiſed to 
a great Pitch; and wonderful Things may be painted 
«pon the Mind : The Ideas may be lively, and the Re- 
preſentation pleafing ; and yet there may be no Love 
of GOD in the Heart: This was the Caſe of Balaam; 
he was in a Trance, Numb. 24. beg. ; but who ever i- 
magined him a true Lover of GOD ? 


A Man may alſo attain to a great Degree of Knows 
tdge in religious Matters; and yet bave no real Charity: 
So the Apoſtle ſuppoſes in the Text. A Man may by 
long Study and clofe Application attain a great Degree 
of Speculation ; he may diſpute learnedly, and diſtingu'th, 
well in the important Points of Divinity : He may 
unfold many important Truths; reconcile many ſeem- 
ing Oppofitions in the Word of GOD; and yet have 
no love to GOD, nor his Word. — And ſome have. 
by a careful Study of the Scriptures, and. attentive hear- 
ing the Word preached, when under Convictions, in a 
few Weeks, made ſuch Progreſs, that they would talk 
wonderfully of Things they knew nothing about be- 
fore ; and yet after a while maniſeſted themſclyes Stran · 
gert to a Love to GOD. 
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And many have attained to aſurprizing Art of ad- 
dreſſing the Paſſions : They have been able to command 
tlie greateſt Attention ; have talked as tho' they. had 
the tongue: of Angels, and yet knew nothing experi- 
mentally of the Love of GOD and CHRIST: Some 
Popiſh M:ffionaries will tir up all the Paſſtons, and yet 
ignorant of GOD and CHRIST. And ſcme of you 
may remember here, many Years paſt, a vagrant Piea- 
cher addreſt you, with all the Force of Oratory, and drew 
2%y your Ears and ſtirred up all your Paſſions ; and 
yet i believe none of you in the End ſuppoled him to 
haye the leaſt Spark of divine Love. * | 


Others have caunterfeited all Grate, and yet have 
been 8 rangers to this Charity: They have appeared 
£x.c:ding Meek ; ſpeaking meanly of Themſelves, and 
nit their Duties; they have profeſs'd to be wholly wea- 
ned from the World, and all its Enjoyments ; they 
have calked much of vital Piety, of the Love of GOD 
and CHRIST ; they have ſeemed to excell in Holineſs 
and Heavenly-mindedneſs; but in the End have diſ- 
cover'd themſelves to be Wolves in Sheep's Cloathing , 
They deceived the World, and perhaps Themſelves 
too. 3 


And they may go ſuch a length in Religion, be ſo 
conſtant in Duties; and ſtir up their own Paſſions and 
Aff. tons, till they are confident of their good Eſtate; 


and have baniſhed all Doubts and Fears out of their 


11 nd, and yet know not what it is to love GOD and 
CHRIST. Confidence is no Evidence GOD. loves us, 
Thr we Him: Who more aflared of their good E- 
ſtate than the Phariſees? They deſpiſed CHRIST'S 
Admonition to eſcape the Wrath of GOD: They told 
him they were Children of Abraham ; and queition'd 
not the Love of GOD to them ; but after all their 
Confidence, they were a Generation of Vipers. 


Again, A Man may take Pleaſure in difributing his 
Goods to the Poor : He may give largely in charitable 
989638 ——— —— rr. 
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Uſes ; he may build and adorn Churches; he may give | 
2 vaſt Eſtate, even all bis Goods, to feed the Poor; a 
natural Tenderneſs of Heart, Eucation, Cuſtom, Pride, 
and other Things may move bim to this, and yet he | 
have no real Love to GOD : He may give much to | 
be ſeen of Men, that he may have much Applauſe 
from the World. | e 


And laſtly, and to add no more here, A Man may 
arrive to ſuch a Zeal in religious Matters, that he may 
Glory in Tribulatian; rejoice in Stripes; he may go ſing- 
ing to a Goal, and prefer it to a Palace ; he may even 
long to ſuffer Perſecution, and pray that it may come 
upon him ; and yet have nothing of this Charity : How 
many poor deluded Romen Catholicks have gloried in 
Perfecution, and tho't they merited Heaven by it? 
How many Self-deceived Quakers have run into Per- 
ſecution being impatient to ſuffer for Religion : And 


the Ape ſuppoſes a Man may give bis Body to be 
burned, and yet haye no Charity, 


Thus 1 have conſidered many Things a Man may 
attain to and yet bave no Charity. | 


I proceed, Thirdly, To ſhow you, That if be bas all 
theſe Attainments and many more ; yet if he bas no Cha- 
rity, be is no real Chriſtian ; and they will profit bim 
nothing. | | 

Firft, After all, He is no real Chriftian without 
Charity. I am nothing, fays the Apoſtle, (i. e.) no- 
thing of a Chriſtian, He may be one to Appearance; 
the World may judge him ſuch ; he may have a | 
great Name to live, yet he is nothing in reality ; he 7 
is but empty Noiſe and Sound. 8 855 | 


For, after all his Attainments, he is an Enemy to 
GOD in his Heart if he has not Charity, He that 

loveth not, is not born of God ; and every one who = 

is not born of God, is full of Enmity again Him, | 

Rom. 8. 7. And is it poſſible a Man ſhould be a 

; real and thoro' Chriſtian, who hates GOD ? If he hates 6 
| the Father will he loye the Son, ſubmit himſelf _ 
is” 5 . : b 9. 
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Government, and follaw his Example ? This cannot 
be; for GOD the Father and Son are One; and he 
who cannot ſubjet himſelf to the Laws of one, can- 
not to the Laws of the other. 


Nor has that Man, who is void of Charity, that 
Meekneſs which is neceſſary in order to our being 
real Chriſtians : A proud, arrogant Chriſtian, wha has 
not learned of CHRIST to be Meek and Lowly in 
Heart, ſeems to carry a Contradiftion ; and it is cer- 
tain, that a Man is no more than a zominal Chrifian, 
2 has not a meek and quiet Spirit dwelling within 

m. | 


A Man who does not Love GOD is not Heavenly- 
minded, as a Chriſtian muſt be: How can he have his 
Hopes and Defires, his Expectation and his Conver- 
fation in Heaven, where GOD is, whom he don't 
love, and looks upon as his Enemy? He will not 
have his Thoughts and Views there, if he don't love 


GOD. 


Nor is it poffible He ſhould aim af the Glory of 
GOD. in all his Ways and Behaviour as a Chriſtian, is 
required to do, if he has not this Charity. He never 
will ſeek the Honour and Glory of an Enemy: Self 
will te the ultimate End of all his Actions The great 
Idol of Self will ſwallow up all his Views, and employ 
all his Actions, and G OD will be neglected ſo long 
as he don't love him. 


And ſo long as he is deſtitute of the love of GOD, 


| he will be void of all true epengelical Repentance : 


He may have a legal Repeatance, and mourn for Sin 


© as it expoſes him to eternal Pain and Torment: But 


if he does not love GOD, he never will mourn over 
his Sins, as they are againſt a holy, merciful and 
rig hteous GOD. True evangelical Repentance always 
follows the Love of GOD ; and the Soul repents be- 


_ it loves G0, and is grie ved that it has offend- 
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Nor has the Man, void of Charity, any ſaving 
un. Faith works by Love ; and if there is no Love, 
there is no Faith, where there is not the one, there is 
not the et ber; for GOD does not ſeparate them. When 
he begets Faith in our Souls by his Spirit, he gives ſa 
living operating Faith; and the neceſſary Fruit of that 
is Love. Thus you ſee a Man if he has not Charity, 
wil! be nat bing of @ real Chriftian. 


Secondly, J am to confider, That all our Attainments 
in Religion, if we are void of Chariry, will profit us 
nothing at all. 

They never will ſatisfy the Demands of that Law 
we are under the ſtrongeſt Obligations to yield a per- 
fect Obedience to: The Law denounces Death upon 
us if we fulfill it not; and the Apoſtle aſſures us, Love 
is the fulfilling of it. Without Love therefore to GOD 
and Man we become Debtors to the Law, and fall 
uader the Condemnation of it. 


Nor will any of theſe ſuppoſed Attainments in Re- 
ligion, ever atone for our paſt Breaches of the Law: 
We have finned, and are become Guilty before GOD: 
His Law condemns us: and in vain to think any Thing 
we can attain to, ſo long as we are deſtitute of Love 
to GOD, will atone for our Sins. 


Nor will they ever move GOD to pardon us and 
acquit us from the Sentence of Death we are under : 
They may move Men to overlook our paft Miſcar- 
riages and forget our Failings ; but GOD ſees the 
Heart, and if there be Enmity to Him, he will look: 
upon us Enemies, and condemn us as ſuch, 


Nor will theſe ſuppoſed Attainments in Religion ever 
entitle us to the Obedience and Sufferings of CHRIST : 
It is upon the Account of theſe alone we can be juſti- 
fied before GOD; theſe are the Righteouſneſs GOD 
will accept: And if we are not entitled to theſe, we 
muſt periſh ; for after all we can poffibly attain to, ſa 
long as we have not Faith in CHRIST, which works 
by Lov, we have no Intereſt in the Righteouſneſs z 
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the Son of GOD: It is only by that Faith, which works 


by Love, that his Righteouſneſs is imputed to us. 


Nor will all theſe Attainments fit us for Heaven, 
and entitle us to it, if we have not Charity: After all our 
Zeal and Fer vour; if we are void of the Love of GOD 
we are utterly unfit for that World of Light and Love 
above: GOD never will admit ſuch as hate him, there ; 


and he will certainly exclude us if we are void of that 


Love, which is the Buſineſs and Happineſs of Heaven. 
And after all the Pains we have taken and the At. 


tainments we have made, they will ſerve only for a 


more pompous Deſcent into Hell, if we haye no love 


to SOD. The more Knowledge and Zeal we have, 


the greater our Name and Profeffion has been, the 
more fearful and amazing will our Fall into Hell be, 
if we have not Charity; we ſhall only be more fit Com- 
panions for Devil and damned Spirits. Thus you ſee 
all your Attainments if you have not Charity, will 
neither bring you to Heaven, nor fave you from Hell; 
you will be nothing but moſt miſerable and wretched 
Creatures, if you live and die without the Love of GOD, 
Which leads me to the Application. 
APPLICATION, 

Uſe I. Of Iaformation. And what has been ſaid 
may convince us how failſly many Judge about Reli- 
gion: It is to be feared the moſt place it in ſome- 
#hing it does not conſiſt in. Some think it is enough 
If they are Sound and Orthodox in their Notions and 
Conceptions about Things; if they underſtand the 
Principles of Calvin, and believe them, it! is enough ; 


Others think Religion conſiſts in being of this or that 


Denomination of Chriſtians : Some think Religion con- 
fiſts in a round of Duties, without any Life or Spirit 
attending them : Others are well pleaſed with them- 
ſelves becauſe they have been Zealous in ſome Cir- 
cumſtances of Religion; and diſcovered a Vehemency 
againſt, ſuch as have differed from them : But few 
think Religion conſiſts in what it really does, in that 
Charity which is the Fruit and Conſequent of Faith 
in the SON of GOD, 
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What has been ſaid, alſo gives us too much ground 
to fear, the Religion of many will after all their Pains 
rofit them nothing : There ſeems to be too little figns 
of Love either to GOD, or their Brother: A certain 
Bitterneſs ſeems to be too much intermingled with their 
Religion, they don't feem to love GOD more than 
the Creature, nor their Neighbour ſo fincerely as 
themſelve*, 5 

And we may try curſelves by what has been ſaid, 
and examine tte State of our own Souls : It is of great 
Importance for us to know how Matters ſtand betwixt 
GOD and our own Souls: And there is nothing we 
can try ourſelves by more ſafely than the Love of 
GOD. He that Loweth is bern of GOD. And if we 
can ſatisfy ourſelves in this one Point we can know 
what the true State of our Soul is. If we love GOD 
we are born of GOD, and are intitled to eternal 
Life ; but if we love not GOD, we are in a State of 
Nature, under the Curſe of the Law, and a Sentence 
of eternal Condemnation. 


So alſo we may examine our religious Daties and 
Services, by what we have heard; and ſee how far they 
are acceptable to GOD, and profitable to us ; for GOD 
is no farther well pleaſed. with them, nor does h: ac- 
cept of them, only as they are done in Faith, and 
attended with Love; nor will they ever be any far- 
ther Advantageous to us, than they proceed from 
Faith in Cbriſt, and are performed in Love: G OD 
never will own nor will he reward thoſe Services which 
are attended with Hatred to Himſelf and Rancour to 
our Neighbour : for GOD is Love. 


What you have heard may alſo teach you, to ? a 
bigh Value on Charity. Some of late have endeavoured 
to depreciate, and undervalue it, by caſting che moſt 
opprobious Terms upon it: Bat the Apoſtle valued 
it above Faith and Hope ; and ſurely we ought to 
eſteem it above Zeal aud party Spirit, or a great De- 


. gree of Knowledge : You cannot overvalue the Lyve of 


0 D, and your Nur. It is what every one 
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moſt highly eſteem and pray earneſtly for it : It will 
be better to us than Ten Thouſand Worlds: If we 
love GOD, he will love us to all Eternity, and we 
can't be miſerable in his Love : It will make us happy 
and give us inexpreſſible Satisfaction thro'out Eternity. 


"Uſe 24, Of Humiliation and Self. Abaſement. Let 
u: all be aſhamed and humbled before GOD, that we 
have /o little of this Goſpel-Charity, in which Religion 
confilts: We profeſs to be the Diſciples of a lovely I- 
SU”, who has loved us unto the Death: We have his 
Example ſet before us, and his ſpecial Command to love 
ane another; We all profeſs to ſeek the ſame Felicity 
above, and hope to live forever together in Heaven, 
loving GOD and CHRIST; and one another: And is 
it not a Shame that we love one another ſo little here 
on Earth? Charity is almoſt baniſhed from us: Bit- 

terneſs, Cenſotiouſneſs and Clam:ur have almoſt drove 
1% Charity out of the Land: But can we be eaſy whilſt 
pt | we love ſo little and have ſo many Heart-burnings to- 
F werds one another? Can we think how CHRIST lo- 
1 ved us when Enemie, aud not be aſhamed that we 
"8 cannot love our Brethren? Letus all ſce wherein we 
| have been faulty in this great Goſpel-Duty of Loving 
one another, and confeſ our Sin before GOD. 


Uſe za, Here ſuffer me to enforce a Caul ian upon e- 
very one, to ſee to it that he does not deceive himſelf 
in this important Point, Miſtake not a natural Ten- 
derneſs of Conſtitution for this Charity : You may have 
a more tender Heart; and your Affections be more 
eafily moved than others: You miy be leſs cruel and 
moro'e : You may have a polite Education, and know 
how to ſpeak the Words of Decency and Comelineſs, 
and be a Stranger to this Charity. The young Man 
in the Goſpel, addreſs'd our Saviour in a delightful 
Manner ; and CHRIST as Man, lov'd him ; but he 
had no Love to GOD: His Affections were upon this 
World. 

This Charity is a Fruit of the divine Spirit, mould- 
ing you into the Frame and Temper of the Goſpel 
exciting in you all the gracious Diſpoſitions of a vir- 
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tnous and holy Life : And if theſe attend not your Cha- 
rity, it is not ſuch as the Apoſtle means, and tells you 
without it you are nothing. 


Uſe 4th, Of Motive to us all, to pray earneſtly ta 
GOD to pour out @ Spirit of Charity from on High upun 
us; It is only GOD can fill our Souls with Love ta 
Himſelf and one another: It is He alone can deſtroy 
that Enmity there is in our Hearts; and he will be 
ſought to for this as well as all other Graces : And 
when we conſider theſe Things, ſhall we not all wiſh 
and defire and pray for this Charity 


Firſt, It is the he and only Fay, in order to our pre- 
fiting under the Means and Advantages we are favoured 
with. We are lifted up to Heaven in Privileges; but 
how Barren and Unfruitful are we under theſe happy 
Advantages? And whence comes it to paſ*, but from 
hence, that there is ſo little Charity amongſt us? We 
don't love GOD, therefore we don't fear, ſerve and 
reverence him, as we ſhould do. We have Envying, 
Strife and Debateamongſt our ſelves, therefore we don't 
grow in the Chriſtian Life and make Advances towards 
Heaven ; but was Charity fervent and lively, how much 
ſhould we profit. 


Secondly, This is the only excellent Way to retrieve 
us from the miſerable Confufions and Animoſities we are 
run into—_— Every one may ſee they are great and 


melancholy; and happy would it be could we recover 


our ſelves out of them, This is the only excellent Way 
for Peace and Order amongſt us, to put on Charity : Sp 
the Apoftle told the Cor intbians, and his Words are 
inſtructive to us: And wou'd all Sects and Parties put 
on Charity towards one another, we might ſoon ex- 
pect that Things would return to their due Order a- 
gain; but its“ in vain to expect it, if Love does not fill 
our Hearts to GOD and one another. 


"Thirdly, Charity, or Love to GOD, and one ano». 
ther, is attended with @ great deal of Pleaſure and: 
SatisfaFion bere on ow ; if there was nothing of 
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Duty in it, it would be well worth our Pains to prac- 
te it as much as poſſible we conld : It calms the 
Paſſions ; caſts out U eaſineſe, and Melancholy; makes 
the whole Soul chearful: It deſtroys Anger and Envy, 
which are rottenneſs to the Bones, Charity ſaves us 
from that Jealouſly, which is as cruel as the Grave. 
Charity gives a Pleaſure to all the Cares and Buſineſs 
of Life ; and it drives away Uneafineſs. It is a Sort 
of Heaven in the Mind: And whilſt other Men carry 
a Hell in their Souls, the charitable Man enjoys the 
Bleſſedneſ of the Spirits above. Who does not long 


to feel this Love in his Soul? 


Fourthly, By this it is we become mr like to GOD 
and CHRIST. How noble is it to be like GOD ? and 
herein we can reſemb'e Him; we cannot imitate him 
in Faith and Hope, theſe Things cannot agree with 
the Divine Nature But GOD i Love ; there is pure 
and perſect Love in GOD; and the more we love, 
the more we are conformed to his Image. And how 
much like our LoRD JEsUs CHRIST do we become 
by Charity ? How pure, how fervent and conſtant 
was his Love? Shall we not long to be like the great 
GOD, and our aſcended LORD, who is full of Love 
to his Church and People on Earth, 


Fifthly, Without Charity we never /hall be fit for, 
nr can we poſſibly arrive to an beavenly World : That 
is a World of Love, and inconceivable Delight, where 
there is no Uneafineſs and Hatred; and it is only 
Spirits who are filed with Love, who are fitted for 
that State of Bleſſed neſs. What Pleaſure could a Man 
take in Heaven who delights in Envying, Revenge, 
and Strife? And GOD never will admit any to Hea- 
ven, who have not their Enmity ſubdued, and their 
Minds caſt into the Mould of the Gofpel, and prepared 
to love GOD, and all the Spirits of Light and Holi- 
nt 5. 


Laftly, The more we love on Earth, the more our 
Affections and Defires are drawn out after GOD, and 
the more we put on Charity to one another, ſo much 
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the more Happy ſhall we be when we arrive to the 


Paradiſe above : The more we encreaſe and enlarge 


our Love here; ſo much the larger and extenſive 


will it be in Heaven; and conſequently the more 
Happy and Blefſed we muſt be. ho can think of 
this, and not pour out his Soul to GOD that he would 

ive him ſuch a Faith in the Sox of G O D, as ſhall 

[l his Soul more and more with Love to GOD and 
CHRIST and all the Children of GOD on Earth. Let 
us wreſtle with GOD in Prayer for this Charity : 
And will GOD of his Grace grant to each one of us 
to love the LoRD our GOD with all our Heart, and 
our Neighbour as ourſelves. 
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